5. 24 Church Street 
(former Oddfellows Hall) 


Sketch by: Eric Lee 


In the late 1830’s, the Methodist Episcopal 
congregation built a frame church on this 
site. Church union in 1885 joined the 
Methodist Episcopal with the Wesleyan 
Methodists on the corner of King Street. 


In 1886 they sold the building to the 
Oddfellows who bricked it over and added a 
second storey with a mansard roof. More 
recently it has been purchased and is now 
a private home. 


Weston Historical Society 


For over 40 years the Weston Historical Society 
has promoted a respect for our community roots 
and heritage structures. In addition to our 
regular meetings, we conduct historical walks, 
cemetery tours, give historical presentations. 
We have also released a number of publications 
and historical items over the years. 


6. St. John’s Anglican Church 
2125 Weston Road 


Sketch by: Barbara E. Leewis 


Rev. W. A. Johnston was inducted as rector 
in St. Philip’s Anglican church in 1855. 
Dissatisfied with the rectory provided he 
bought land in Weston, on Rectory Road 
where he built a rectory and beside it, in 
1859, a Chapel of Ease. After a disastrous 
fire at St. Philip’s in 1886, services were 
conducted in the Chapel of Ease. 


The building was moved on rollers in the 
spring of 1894. As it was being moved 
south on Main Street, the building became 
mired in the mud ... a total embarrassment 
to the Anglican community as all traffic was 
blocked. A parishioner, Mr. Barton, deeded 
a lot and the church was quickly pushed 
onto its present angled position. 

The most recent restoration was completed 
in 1999. St. John’s is now the home of the 
Victory Assembly International Church. 
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WESTON HERITAGE CHURCH WALK 
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Settlers were attracted to this area in the early 
1800’s due to rich timber resources and 
water-power potential. The river was once 
known as the Tanaouate and formed part of 
the route known as the Carrying Place Trail (a 
native trading path) and passed through the 
heart of today’s Weston. 


In 1806 the first sawmill was established on 
the west side of the river. The following 2 
decades saw a growth of the small hamlet, 
initially referred to as “The Humber” in the 
river valley close to the mill site. About 1817, 
millers James and John Farr took over 
operation of the newly constructed grist and 
saw mill and possibly renamed the small 
community Weston, after their English home. 
The community expanded on both banks as a 
distillery, blacksmith shop, harness maker, 
cooper shop, tavern and other amenities were 
built. 


A flood destroyed the river valley settlement 
in 1850. The grist mill, now owned by the 
Wadsworth brothers, was rebuilt and 
operated into the early 20"" century. After the 
flood, Weston was rebuilt chiefly on the high, 
east bank. The arrival of the railway 
(1856/1869) ensured Weston’s continued 
growth. Bes 


Streetscape Mural Circa 1907 
Sketch by: Eric Lee 


Weston was incorporated as a village in 
1881 and as atownin 1915. After WWII 
Weston was the commercial hub for the 
area northwest of Toronto. 


Hurricane Hazel wreaked havoc in 1954 as 
8 inches of rain fell in 24 hours. The 
Humber River rose 30 feet. Numerous 
homes and lives were lost. 


Weston became part of the Borough of York 
in 1967 and was one of the 6 municipalities 
amalgamated into the new City of Toronto in 
1998. 
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COMMENCE TOUR AT 
WESTON ROAD & KING STREET: 


1. Weston Library 
2 King Street 
Designated as a heritage structure 
under the Ontario Heritage Act 


Sketch by: Lucy Vivaldo 


Financed by a $10,000 grant from the 
Carnegie Foundation, the library was 
designed by architect Peter Lindsay and 
built in 1914 by local contractor George 
Sainsbury. On the exterior you will note 
the mosaic tiles and McCausland stained 
glass windows which immortalize 
renowned literary figures. 


2. Central United Church 
1 King Street 


In 1821 the Porter family granted one acre 
of land at what is now the corner of Weston 
Road and King Street, for the erection of a 
house of public worship for the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


This log Church was replaced in 1849 by 
a red brick building with seating for 220 
people called the Wesleyan Chapel. It 
was built by William Tyrrell. Both of these 
early churches faced on Weston Road. 


In 1887 a new Church, seating 460 
people. Was built and faced on to King 
Street. The Weston Methodist Church, as 
it was called, remained structurally 
unchanged until 1938 when Sunday 
School rooms and a back entrance were 
added as well as a central front entrance 
to the Church. 


The final addition in 1957 provided a 
larger sanctuary, a new entrance off King 
Street, an east wing Chapel, Fellowship 
room, kitchen and recreation hall. 


Sketch by: Eric Lee 


3. St. John the Evangelist 


Roman Catholic Church 
45 George Street 
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Sketch by: Martin Proctor 


At the end of August 1852, Fr. Soulerin, 
Superior of the newly arrived Basilian Father 
held his first mass in the home of Michael 
Madden with approximately 40 families. 


With Fr. Soulerin’s encouragement, the 
families formed a committee to request the 
establishment of a Catholic church in 
Weston, and by December 4, 1852, Patrick 
D’Arcy took it upon himself to purchase a site 
for the school. D’Arcy’s site was approved 
and construction was underway by 1853. 


The first mass in the original church was on 
Sunday, September 17, 1854. Up to that 
time Chapman’s Inn (corner of St. Phillip’s 
and Weston Road) had served for celebration 
of the mass. The wooden church served the 
parish from 1854 to 1953, when it was 
replaced by the brick church. 


The first mass in the new church took place 
on Sunday, December 20, 1953. The Church 
was later renovated in the Fall/Winter of 
1975. 


Weston Presbyterian Church 
7 Cross Street 


Sketch by: Eric Lee 


Presbyterian services were held in 
congregational homes from 1847 to 1865. 
The first Church was built on the present 
site in 1865 costing $600. 


Wm. Tyrrell was the architect & contractor 
of the present sanctuary built in 1880 ata 
cost of $3000. The old building later 
became the Sunday school rooms (now 
the choir room). In 1902-03 renovations 
were undertaken and a pipe organ was 
bought. In 1913 the church was sold and 
the congregation moved to Main Street. 
Unhappy with this decision part of the 
congregation bought back the building on 
Cross Street and re-established it as an 
independent Presbyterian Church. 


Creelman Hall was erected in 1947. In 
1951 the organ was moved back and the 
new lighter colored choir loft, pulpit and 
pews were laid out differently. In 1967, the 
front entrance was enlarged. Between 
1950 and 1980 properties were acquired 
for a manse, church office and parking. 
Stained glass windows were also added. 


